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VALLEY OF THE GIANTS TREE TOP WALK 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [2.07 pm]: I inform the house that on 
12 November I joined members of the local community in celebrating the fifteenth birthday of the Valley of the 
Giants Tree Top Walk, between Denmark and Walpole. Managed by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation, the Tree Top Walk is the result of a vision to conserve and protect the tingle forest in the Valley of 
the Giants while providing an outstanding visitor experience. 

The Tree Top Walk structure, which provides a walk through the canopy along with a ground-level boardwalk, is 
a tremendous feat of environmentally sustainable engineering. The walk allows many thousands of visitors each 
year to experience the unique tingle forest without trampling and compacting the soils at the base of the trees. 
The fact that 2.6 million visitors have enjoyed the Tree Top Walk experience over the past 15 years without any 
detrimental impact on the surrounding forest is testimony to that vision and the design and construction of the 
facility. 

The Tree Top Walk is a valuable tourism magnet for the region, and, indeed, Western Australia, and it underpins 
the tourism industry in that part of the south west. It is important to the regional economy, earning $24.3 million 
since it was opened by the then Premier Richard Court in 1996 and creating valuable employment opportunities 
for local people both at the Tree Top Walk and in local businesses. This money has been reinvested in the 
facility, funding three discovery centres, as well as other visitor sites across the region between Manjimup and 
Mt Barker and from Walpole to Denmark. 

The Tree Top Walk also is among the state’s most highly awarded tourism destinations, having won the BHP 
Steel Award, WA Civic Design Award, the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects National Project Award, 
the Disability Services Commission Action on Access Award and the British Airways Tourism for Tomorrow 
Environment Experience Award. Not surprisingly, the facility in 2001 entered the WA Tourism Awards Hall of 
Fame after winning the Significant Regional Attraction Award three years in a row. 

The Tree Top Walk has been a great success story for this state, and we should be proud of its status and the 
achievements of everyone involved since its inception. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the enthusiasm of 
DEC’s staff and others involved in running the facility. They are great ambassadors for the department and the 
state, and make a major contribution to ensure that the 150 000 visitors a year to the Tree Top Walk have a 
wonderful experience. 
 


